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Growing Up With Bichons ~ Their Contribution to Our Family

By Kari Ehringer ~ Growing Upwith |, 5

Six years ago, we lost our cocker spaniel, Asti, to liver cancer. Asti had been piehons

a member of our family for fourteen years. Eight of those had been before BFK Happenings | 4
we had our two boys, Nicolas and Cameron. Over the past six years, the boys

have begged for a dog. Each year for the past four years our youngest son, The Bash!! 5
Cameron, has included his request in his letter to Santa. Our reluctance to

replace Asti stemmed from a variety of reasons. We grieved his loss and the A Letter From a 6

place that he had in our hearts! (For those of you who have lost a pet, espe- Furkid Friend

cially one that helped you to grow up, you know how heart wrenching it can be Pets on Canvas 7
and how difficult it is to replace him or her.) Our other concern stemmed

from having young children and the responsibility of having a pet to also take

care of. At the time we lost our cocker spaniel, Cameron was four, and Nico- Estate Planning | ©- 9

las was six. Over the next few years, both boys became very active in all

sports, and time was spent driving the taxi around town to get them to school, ;:ﬁzz 10

practice and games. We knew that we w abl

pet as it would deserve. We also had concerns as to what role the boys would Sadi eds [11-13 y

play in oraisingé a pet. We knew they ,
A Letter from A 14

was in question. o
FurKid Friend

Upon relocating to California | ast Aui | d
readyd for a dog. We still had concer Frge’:k'\"arl5‘l65e !
sponsibility of pet ownership - but decided that the
benefit of having a dog outweighed (s What We Are | 17-18
those concerns. We began research- All About
ing the type of dog we wanted. Amaz- A Letter from A 1

ingly, both boys Googled dog types and FurKid Friend

dog names. We began watching a show _
Chef Emeril 20

on Ani mal Pl anet c¢a & The Fun Page

which described various dog breeds
People We 27 - 28

and provided information on tempera-
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ment, health issues, and training. Again, both boys began to approach our
decision with more excitement and exuberance than we would have antici-
pated!

As part of our research on all breeds of dogs, we were led to websites for
rescue adoption. We decided that we could not only adopt a pet, but would
teach another valuable lesson to our sons about the need to help those less
fortunate. Over the months, our research led us to Bichon FurKids. We
really wanted a newborn puppy but were interested in looking at our options
for a younger dog as well.

During this time, Bichon FurKids had just rescued three female dogs that
were pregnant. Luckily, we submitted our application and were approved.
Not only did we adopt one Bichon, but we actually adopted two Bichon pup-
pies!! (We had previously made a decision to adopt two dogs as a bonded
pair because of the companionship - they would provide to each other, and
to give each boy an opportunity to have responsibility for a dog). On Janu-
ary 19, 2009, we brought our two brothers home! We named them Coach
and Cotton.

In very a short time, these pups have changed our world and brought such
enjoyment into our lives. Our initial concern regarding the boys and the
roles they would play in oO0raisingo6 the
boys have jumped in whole heartedly to contribute to the responsibility of
pet ownership. When the puppies need to go outside, each boy grabs a
leash and a dog and - off they go! When Cameron comes home from school,
one of his first activities is to take both dogs outside. We have also been
able to establish several routines. The puppies love to wake the boys up in
the morning and will rush upstairs each morning after they have been out-

side. They will wait anxiously at each bedside until they are able to get
onto the bed for the morning 6wakeup call 0. Once eve
boys and the puppies usually head downstairs to have breakfast. Both
Nicolas and Cameron have become very adept at preparing their own break-
fasts and in preparing breakfast for Cotton and Coach too.

During the day, the puppies may have to spend time in their crate or inside
the utility room while we are away. Once the boys come home from school,

however, they not only get the puppies outside as needed -- but clean up

any messes the pups may have made while we were gone. Each day one of

2



Growing Up With Bichons ~ Their Contribution to Our Family

the boys cleans up the yard, mostly without prompting. Finishing off each day preparing dinner and giving
our FurKids fresh water.

Both boys play an active role in assuring that the Cotton and Coach are taken care of. Each has been ex-
cited about the otrick and treatdé game we play with
mands, such as sit, stay, down, and shake. We bathe the dogs every week and each boy is responsible for

drying off a puppy and helping with grooming.

It has been extremely interesting to watch the relationship between the puppies and our family play out.

Everyone is involved, and surprisingly, the responsibility that our boys have shown with these puppies is
amazingé..far more than we ever expected. Coach an
our lives, but have really helped us to develop responsibilities for our children that they readily accept and

do every day! They are truly a part of our family!

« If everything seems to be going well, you |hay
obviously overlooked something.

« Depression is merely anger without enthusias

« When every thing seems to be coming your v
maybe you are in the wrong lane.

Words of Wisdom from the

LEGENDARY GREAT ZOIT~DEANIE
GITSY FORTUNETELLER AD SEER

« | intend to live forever...so far, so good.

A Special Note for Orange Country Pet -Owners

Who May be Facing Foreclosure

BFK has printed a comprehensive article regarding the options available in Orange County for people who
are facing Foreclosure. Pet owners have an additional heartbreak to face since many rentals do not allow
pets. If you are in this circumstance please access our website at www.bichonFurKids.org and read the
important information provided.  Please Do Not Abandon Your Pets. There are options available to

avoid this. Itis cruel and inhumane, and itis  also illegal.






